
RICHARD MASON WINS 2010 TARGA ROTORUA. 
  
Richard Mason limped through the final stages with the late Stace Hopper’s WRX running on three 

cylinders since Special Stage (SS) 13. Provisionally he has won the Modern Class by 1 minute 44 
seconds.  It was a celebration for the Hopper family at the Finish Line with Mason ‘doing it for Stace’ 
but dad Leigh was still out on the rally route and was to finish 6th.  Tony Quinn was 2nd and Neil 
Marshall 3rd.  

 

 
  
In the Classic Class it was a close fought battle between last night’s leader Mark Kirk-Burnnand and 

Mark Parsons.  Kirk-Burnnand led last night by 53 seconds but the loss of power steering hampered 
his pace today.  For SS9 to SS14 this afternoon Parsons was quicker and cut the deficit to win by 38 
seconds.  K-B had further problems and lost 31 seconds in SS13 and 29 seconds in SS14 but won the 
last stage by 5 seconds.  Rex McDonald was 3rd. As said earlier these results are still provisional as 

the Steward’s meeting is on now.  
  
When they crossed the Finish they did not know who had won as there had been a comms problem at 
SS13.  Low dense cloud was affecting all the comms and mobile phones.   
 
 
Highlights/Lowlights:  
  
A miserable day for the drivers but big ‘ups’ for the service crews and Targa Timing Crews who were 
out in the conditions.   
  
What we did not say at lunch today was it actually stopped raining for the lunch-break and was about 
15 degrees so quite pleasant after a horrid morning.  The rain was soon back and it’s still raining now. 
  
Last night I said that Allan Lewis in the 240Z Supercharged V8 never returned to Parc Ferme.  He had 

broken a left front tie rod end and the wheel took half the wheel arch with it.    
  
Richard Pearce in the 1989 EB Falcon was towed back to Rotorua at lunch-time today 
  
Garth McGregor in the Torana XU1 was too. 
  
Bevin Claridge in the Commodore had an ‘off’ before lunch and received frontal damage. 
  
Jason Gill backed off in the wet but still brought it home 4th. 
  
Rick Giddy was behind Gill but could not make up the margin due to a waste gate problem 
  
Leigh Hopper had taken maximum time on SS13 with fuel pump problems. 



  
Brent Early was up the sharp end but ran out of petrol in SS11 and had a suspension failure in SS14. 
  
Mike Lowe in the Fiat Abarth had a spin in SS13 and could not turn around so backed down the road 
(the right way) to a point where he could turn.   
  
Brent Emerson ran a bearing in the Commodore but still drove the sick sounding Commodore across 
the Finish.  
  
Rob Bray rolled the Suzuki Swift in the very last stage. 
 

  



  

 
  
  
Check the website :  www.targa.co.nz 
  
  
ENDS. 
  
Alan Henderson / Targa Media / Email: info@targa.co.nz / Ph: 09 298 8322 / Mob: 027 7222757   
  
 


