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2010 TARGA BAMBINA - DAY 2  

Earlier start and the weather forecast looks good.  The countryside is browner than I have ever seen it. 
  
SS9 is on the Waikato side of the Bombays.  In the Classics  Cameron Young in the 1988 Lancer GSR storms home by 11 seconds 
from Peter Cullen in the Pantera, 4 secs in front of Mark Kirk-Burknnand in the BMW E30 3201 and only 2 back to Dion Arnold in the 
little Toyota FX GT. 
  
In the Modern the battle continues and Malcolm Smith (Evo IV) is relishing the local roads.  He has 13 secs over Jason Gill (Evo IX 
GT) and then it’s 13 to Chris Lane in the fabulous sounding 1996 Audi RS2 Quattro.  Clark Proctor did not come back, the damage 
did not look too bad but the steering took a big hit. 
  
SS10 is further east, from Mangatangi to Miranda.  In the Classics Cameron Young is just 2 seconds quicker than Peter Cullen who 
is 10 seconds quicker than both Mark Kirk-Burknnand and Dion Arnold.  In the Moderns Jason Gill takes 1 second out of Malcolm 
Smith’s time. Rick Giddy (WRX Sti Spec C) is 11 back. 
 

 
 
After his gentle roll in the 2009 event, Rotorua's Mike Lowe's 1964 Fiat Abarth Berlina Corsa 1000 got more publicity than Lara 
Bingle.  Mike is well over 6' yet he has plenty of legroom. 
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Being rear engined, one way to keep it cool is is to keep the boot lid open so that the oild cooler can do it's job. 
  
SS11 is the first run down beside Lake Waikare southwards.  It’s just under 20 klms long and then they loop back and do it again 
after Service stop in Te Kauwhata.   
  
In the Classics Young did a 9:25, Cullen a 9:26, and Kirk-B a 9:27.  That’s really close.  Overall Mark K-B had a 38 second 
advantage.  Dion Arnold had dropped to 7th with a 10:04 for he had lost 3rd and 5th gears.  
  
In the Moderns Gill rattled through in 8:50 and Smith 9:04.  Ross Johnson is the Porsche 996 GT2 was 9:08 and Giddy was 9:12.  
Overall Gill was now up 2 seconds – that’s after over an hour of tarmac racing.   
  
Service was in Te Kauwhata before attacking Lake Waikare again. 
  
SS12.  In the Classics Young shaves off 10 seconds off his previous time with a 9:15, Cullen only 3 secs with a 9:23 and Kirk-B 
takes off 14 secs with a 9:13.  That’s really close.  Mark K-B’s  overall is now a 50 second advantage.  Dion Arnold could only 
manage a 11.53 and had dropped to 6th.  
  
In the Moderns Gill took 3 secs off with an 8:47 and Smith 9:01.  Ross Johnson also did a 9:01. Giddy also a  9:01. Overall Gill was 
now up 16 seconds. Harry Dodson in the Skyline R32 was next with a 9:06, Barry Hare in the Mini Cooper with Toyota turbo power 
had laid down a 9:10 – deceptively quick.  
  
Lunchtime  at Te K and plenty of activity in the main street pit area – especially around the Hell Pizza mobile. 
 
Gills car had no 4th gear but I was asked not to mention it – he did not want to use it as an excuse should he lose his 16 second 
lead.   Gill’s mechanic, Norm Soo is ‘the man’ when it comes to Mitsubishis – he looks after Andrew hawkeswood’s.  The car was 
ready to go and Norm was actually polishing it.  The car looks very stable on the road and heavier springs account for that. 
  
I went looking for Malcolm Smith/Jane Enwistle but could not find their crew ? 
  
Chris Lane in the Audi RS2 Quattro had a problem.  The left rear CV joint had failed and the hub bearing had collapsed. 
  
Graham Sword’s 1990 Alfa Romeo 33 QV had run out of brakes, even after having fitted new ones pre-event.  With help from an 
angle grinder a set of Fiat 124 pads were made to fit. 
  
Richard Haakma in the Turnkey BMW E36 325i was also ready to go. He had wet leased the BMW for the event and was loving it.  
Through the Lake Waikarei repeat he had just gone 17 seconds quicker.  He now had the bug and pleased he had purchased the 
‘wet lease’ package as Motorsport Services were looking after him very well and all he had to do was drive it.  
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Dion Arnold was under the Toyota FX GT in his race overalls removing the offending gearbox.  It took them 1½ hours but when 
refitting it the driveshaft dropped and sconed him, splitting his eye brow that had to be stitched. 
 
 

 
 
The Birch's 1992 Ford Ecort Cosworth is all rallycar inside.  
 
Then it was westward ho for the afternoon’s 4 stages.   
 
SS 13, the Rotongaro to Hetherington is 33 klms long and will be traversed twice with an old favourite, Glen Murray, in between.  Gill 
added another 9 secs to his lead on the first run.  In the Classics Wally Simpson (Ford Escort MKII) wwas on the trailer and heading 
for home.  Mark K-B added another 8 seconds to his lead over Garth McGregor in the XU1 who was flying.  The induction noise from 
the side-drafts is something else.  
  
SS14 and Gill added another 3 secs with only two stages to go, he now had a 28 second lead from Smith. In the Classics Mark K-B 
 now had a 2 minute advantage with Garth McGregor in the XU1 in 2nd.  41 secs back was Rex McDonald in the BMW E30 325.  
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SS15 was the repeat of SS13, the Rotongaro to Hetherington 33 klms.  Peter Cullen’s de Tomaso stopped in the stage.  The timing 
crew were having a communication problem with Control so had to move to higher ground. 
  
Once through Mark K-B was not being threatened and added another 14 secs to his total.   
  
In the Mark Parsons/Mal Clark Rover, Mal was behind the wheel and having some sideways fun.  In the middle of the stage there 
was a very big explosion underneath/behind them.  They pulled up to inspect and found that the o-ring atop the fuel cell had split 
and vapour had ‘gathered’ in the boot.  It must have been the exhaust that ignited it but it certainly gave them a fright.  In their haste 
to get going they forgot to secure the bonnet pins and a klm down the road it came up over the windscreen, so another stop it was. 
  
In the Modern it was Rick Giddy with a 7:23. Smith a 7:28 and Gill a 7:29.  
 
 

  
 
Overall in the Classics it was Mark and (his dad) Chris Kirk-Burnnand by 2 minutes and 22 seconds.   
Mark’s Classic overall time of 2.06:12 would have actually put him in 8th place overall. 
  

 
 
In the Modern it was Jason Gill and (his sister) Jody Somervel by 33 seconds.  
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Targa Bambina Champions for two years in a row. Jason Gill and his sister Jody Somerville.   
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Malcom Smith and Jane Entwistle battled all the way over 16 Specials Stages. 
 
Classic Overall 
1st        Mark Kirk-Burnnand/Chris Kirk-Burnnand           02:06:12  

  

2nd       Garth McGregor/Adrian McGregor                      02:08:34  
3rd       Rex McDonald/Cris Wright                                   02:09:40  
4th        Dion Arnold/Elise Nevill                                       02:13:48  
5th        Keith Yeats/Shirley Faull                                     02:16:28  
6th        Cameron Young/Stephen  Fisher                         02:18:38  
7th        Linden Bawden/Julie Bawden                              02:18:43  
8th        Mark Parsons/Mal Clark                                       02:18:46  
9th        Mark McCaughan/Lindsay Lyons                         02:20:35  
10th      Carl Kirk-Burnnand/Steven Kirk-Burnnand           02:22:23 
  
Modern Overall  
1st        Jason Gill/Jody Somervel                                   01:58:11  
2nd       Malcom Smith/Jane Entwistle                            01:58:44  
3rd       Ross Johnson/Michael Patching                           02:04:07  
4th        Barry Hare/John McCabe                                   02:04:08  
5th        Gary Murphy/Terry Rouse                                  02:04:40  
6th        Rick Giddy/Joel Giddy                                        02:05:18  
7th        Bob Boniface/Simon Butler                                 02:05:33  
8th        Mike Tubbs/Chris Coleman                                 02:06:38  
9th        Tim James/Warren McCathie                              02:06:54  
10th      John Birch/Chris Birch                                        02:08:33 
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An excellent 4th to Barry hare and John McCabe. 

�����������������������������������  
Prizegiving was at the Onewhero Golf Club and fine hosts they were too.  Jamie McCarthy was MC and did an excellent job of it.  
The prizelist is extensive and he got through it smartly.  
  
I caught up with Clark Proctor’s co-driver Dave Robb.  In my Day 1 report I said “He has a first time co-driver in Dave Robb.”  What I 
meant was it first time with Clark because Dave has done three National Championships and the Top Half Series.  Dave got several 
calls and texts ribbing him.     
 
 

 
 
In previous Targas I have talked about Keith Yeats and Shirley Faull in the 1977 BMW E12 535.  They were in 5th place in the 
Classics, 10 minutes behind the leader.  Keith still has his trusty toolbox strapped down in the boot of the 33 year old Beemer.   
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Talking age, what is amazing is Keith is 72 and Shirley 82 .  Huge credits to them both.  They absolutely love Targa and have 
already entered the Rotorua event.  At the end of the day I spied Keith having a good look at the more modern E36’s. Who knows ? 
 
 

 
 
Fairway parking only at the Onehwero Golf Club. 
  
I spent quite a bit of time during this event at Head Quarters where a team of 8 keep the event going.  The decisions that make 
things happen out in the field come from there. They track all cars at all times as well as talking to the timing teams.  Having the 
Timing Manager, Gina Fabrello, out with the teams has certainly made a difference.  Of course you also have the ‘owners’ Peter and 
Vicki Martin running the ‘ship’ but they could not do it without full-timers Event Manager, Ru Tauri , Event Coördinator, Keith Barnhill 
and Customer Service’s Mandy Myles.  Of course there are laso many, many volunteers who also make it happen and a big ups to 
them. 
 
Finally, well done to all the drivers and crew.  Without you there would not be a Targa. 
  
END. 
  
Visit: www.targa.co.nz     Photos will follow soon. 
  
All of our results are provided by the TVD operations and results management solution and vehicle tracking by TVD's AVL solution 
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Dash. 
  
For media information contact Alan Henderson alan@h-hmedia.com or mobile 027 7222757. 
 
Unsubscribe  
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