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2010 TARGA ROTORUA SET TO GO 

 
The cars are locked away in Parc Ferme and the drivers and teams briefing is over.  
 
Cars arrived in Rotorua throughout the afternoon in glorious sunshine for the 3pm vehicle scrutineering and driver/co-driver certification.  
 
In our previous release I mentioned they will be testing raw footage input onto the website.  Tune into www.targa.co.nz  from about 8am and they will be live streaming from the start with Commentator Jamie McCarthy on the microphone.  This is the first step in changes to the web based platform.
 
All cars made it to Rotorua and the only change is to the co-driver of Clark Proctor.  Dave Robb has been replaced by Tony O’Callaghan – Robb having been called to the ‘deep south’ due to a family illness.
 
The 001 Car will now be driven by Robert Van Gisbergen who is father of the Stone Brothers Racing's SP Tools-backed young gun Shane Van Gisbergen.  Shane has just returned to Brisbane having celebrated his 21st Birthday and is currently 4th in the V8 Supercars Championship after 6 rounds. 
 
Jason Gill’s Mitsubishi EVO9 GT looks the same in it’s City Wide Cars livery however there are unseen changes. The gearbox has been out and rebuilt by ace mechanic Norm Soo and a stronger, lighter clutch has been installed.  Jason remarked, “the previous clutch was heavy but the new one feels like a Carolla’s.”
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Adrian and David Dobbe, who swapped their VN GTS 3.8 Commodore for a Nissan Skyline GT R32 almost never made it.  It has taken them nine weeks to get it ready and at testing at Hampton Downs last Saturday it ran the bearings.  Motor out and $4000 later they finished it late Thursday night.  This 1989 twin turbo GTR has the ability to dial up variable drive even down to two wheel drive only.  Oh, and last week I mentioned it was the orange one that features in a broadband television advertisement.  Several asked which advert did it feature in  ? – the dripping straw broadband one. 
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Still on the subject of GTRs a new car and rookie driver makes debut.  Colin Robbins has owned his 1989 GT-R32 for 5 years.
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In the foreground is Brent Early’s, ex Joe McAndrew Nissan R34, looking very smart.  Next is Collin Robbins and then the Dobbe brothers.
  
GroundSky photographer Cully Paterson has not made it either.  Cully was ‘playing’ in a SuperKart at Hampton Downs last weekend and put it into the Armco backwards.  He suffered a serious concussion – can’t remember since Christmas and put a steering bracket through his calf muscle. 
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New Plymouth’s Stu Rose is back after competing in the Taranaki leg of last year’s 6 day.  He too nearly did not make it having blown a differential early in the week.  A trip to Palmerston North for a replacement had it sorted.  Stu's Toyota Ute is pwered by a Lexus V8. 
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Stu's Dog is also back but now has racing stripes on his helmet as he’s no longer a rookie.  
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Mark Parsons 1978 TR7 V8 was last seen in Targa 2005, or was it 2004 ?  Mark’s last run in the car was in the 2006 Silver Fern Rally, an all metal rally.  It did not last as engine and gearbox broke !  Both have had a rebuild but I later learnt that Stone Brothers in Brisbane have supplied the gearbox.  Expect to be entertained as this car spends a lot of time sideways.  
 
It’s an easy start in the morning with the first of the racing categories away from the Novotel from 8:10am. They head south for the first four stages then back to Rotorua for lunch, then off to Kawerau and back.  6 Special Stages totalling 164kms. Three of those Special Stages that are repeated and they are long ones, allowing drivers to settle into the rhythm.  Let’s hope the good weather holds, but the forecast for Sunday is rain right across New Zealand.  
 
Comprehensive maps are in this month’s New Zealand Classic Car magazine. Don’t forget www.targa.co.nz
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