15TH ANNIVERSARY TARGA i DAY FOUR (THU)

TARGA TALES

f Thed6hitsd on the website has vastly exwwsvgadaea.nzx atpanew | ity and TV
server overnight.

9 Targa spent the day touring and racing the 83 kims from Wanganui down to Waiouru, then back down
to Marton, turn left across to Feilding and finishing in The Square at Palmerston North. 8 Special
Stages totalling 167 kims of Special Stages and 305 kims of Touri ng.

9 They departed Wanganui from 0735 in rain and at the end of SS23 experienced more rain, heavy
snow at Waiouru then sleet and hail.

9 They then had three Special Stages as the headed south for the lunch service. Two more stages east
of Taihape where they  returned to for another service and lunch.

I When I started writing this | could not give you the stage times due to the above problems however
this morning the results are up and | have reproduced the Top 10 for each class so you can work out
the individua | stage winners.

1 mentioned the other day about engineering under the bonnet of Clark Procter's Escort.

7 A

Engineered by Kelvin Gray

9 At the startof SS29, west of Marton, it was -4 celcius and a strong southerly. There was no sign of
Classic leader, Barry Kirk  -Burnnand and son Carl. Mike Sexton was in the starting line -up for SS29
and he brought me up to date. Aftera T -intersection the ra lly route went left and Barry had gone
offand the Japanese pairing went off in the same place but tool
before clipping the bank aThaewaovhryingmegsioroohthesame acdidentr oo f .
including both  cars being upside down. They were all okay.
I There was only 79 starters for SS29. | stayed and watched the entire start proceedings for which |
deserve amedal - 4° with a howling wind. The start was were under the control of the ACoC (Asst
Clerk of the Course) It ran clockwork and from the Targa Tour cars, the Police car, the three special


http://www.targa.co.nz/Admin/Email/CatchEmailClickedLink.aspx?r=307854&u=http://www.targa.co.nz///

cars. 003 Peter Johnston / Russell Burling in the awesome Lexus ISF, 002 Event Director Peter Martin

in the Turnkey BMW Coupe and 001 Shane van Gisbergen and father Robert.  The Lexus has
computers for computers and launched off the line like a WRC Rally car T stunning. Shane was not
backwards in launching the Ford off the line either.

Peter Johnston / Russell Burling in the awesome Lexus ISF

Shane van Gisbergen and father Robert (aka Cheese)



Paul Manuell and Richard Scoular



Brent Emmerson - cool frames !

Nick and Ingrid Wevers in the Mustang - it was straight in the morning !
On arrival in Palmerston North Chris K -B (the brother of Barry) was ordering parts for Barry and said
they hoped to be running by the morning. Chris owns Auto - Stop so has the contacts.
Chris, whilst pleased they were okay, was disappointed their family challenge was all over. He said
that whilst Barry had the overnight advantage they had spent the day catching him. Last year it was
the other way around when Mark and Chris had mechanical problems and fell behind Barry and Carl.
Leigh Hopper and Michelle Bain had the answer. The hail storm had frozen on the road right at the
time the K -Bs were on the road and slipped off the road. It was unfortunate timing because the
Japanese pair of Masao Take and Takako Akaba were next on the road. That proved to be the right

theory but | am looking forward to catching up with Barry.



Leigh Hopper sedidpedtaPapmerstan North without a ding. Stace (his son in a very potent

WRX) had a bad start doing only three laps of Pukekohe. Heds also had a few minor niggle
of f the road yesterday. o

Rex Alder (and Ron Bartels) in the smaller engined M 3 said Awhat a day, raiRmm snow and
said fAlast year we wer e abl-8urmandslw thipyear fhey Wave upped titee Ki r k

anti and definitely have the advantage. The Butlerdéds in the C
workinga s hard as we can but itoés all about finishing.o

Tony Quinn and Naomi Tillett into the Palmerston North Finish - extending t heir lead further.

Tony Quinn: Alnteresting day hafl® bercarefuyin tSecsmotvt i 5 hot niceto sea t )
two cars on their rooves (that proved to be one car only) | enjoyed the laps at Manfeild dicing with

Clark (Procter) 1 he would pass m e and | would pass him back ihope heds still talking to m
(laughing)o

| said to him that the car was deceiving i four large exhausts out the back and little noise. Whilst

there is no doubt about his driving skills the Nissan has incredible accelerat ion from point to point is

veryquick. | asked fhow do you keep fToet hes¥edk wms| smmpl 20204 kph
out in 4th.o

Reg Cook was not happy. #fil have had food poAddtothaimygl and got | i
pressure i s only showing 30l bs so whether itds correct | dondét kn
| also caught up with Victor Yuen who had yesterday gone over one of the biggest drops - off the top

of the Whangamamona Saddle . fi Wewere on full boost coming up the hill and Ron (Scanlon) simply

locked up and over we went. | took the crash position and waited for the roll that never happened. It

was a wild ride | tell you ! We were lucky that the soil was soft and the car ploughed it 60s way down.

If it had dug in we would have been in trouble. Once we were cleared by the Medics the crew pushed

the car off the dirt mound we were stuck on andlgaddt drove do

was told you were thid\wedebaak dupaawghi ng "wEBhagtuswi Idlr osvteayy uitn yo

memory for a long time" | said. AProbably why | was a |little nervous todayo |
| was told that the Glaister VW Golf was circulating Manfeild slowly with the hazard lights on. | caught
up with them.  The computer had gone into safe mode and they could not go any faster. The VW has

been a O6work ilnt g ocgr2666 . GT IWh8nrnew ,iEcduglt firecahContinentals and
John bought the wreck.



Look at the fit  of the blower on top of Paul Manuell's V8

Paul Manuel | : fiHad a slow start to
especially over the |l ast two stage

| caught up with PJ (Peter Johnston) and Russell Burling in special car 003

t he
S . |

day beepneese
tés a pity |
- the awesome Lexus ISF.

They were having a ball and had had Leslie Leary, Mayo ress of Rangitikei and Jono Naylor, Mayor of

Palmerston North over differing stages. AWe were not
has all the extras on it and is sensational off the line.
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Peter Johnstone and Bob Saunders in the Ford RS200. Photo courtesy of

Www.groundsky.co.nz
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I had aca Ilfroma bloke who receives these emails. He had been in SS29 and gave me the mobile

number of a fyoung | ady who is in NZ as an Exchange Student f
motorsport event and she caugh tNowthiseva tshesvs tArmeaso It hwilrcaichl i ng ! ! o

up with Mike Lowe today. | rang the Exchange Student, Nina Caveng, and she kindly sent me these

two pics.

9 Here are the latest results for Thursday but | do not believe 2nd and 3rdoés ti mes

Class . | also 'hear' that Paddon has purchased new tyres and that penalty will affect Friday's results.



